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Dear Common Ground Friends,

An update on
the farmhouse
renovation
and the longterm vision
for our retreat
property.

“The simplicity of the retreat
property; the farmhouse, the forest,
the prairie, and the opportunity to
be in nature, to study and to read,
is so important for our practice.
Creating a continuity between
silent meditation and daily life
enhances our engagement with the
world when we return home.”
- Gail Iverson, Bookkeeper &
Community Member

For over ten years, leaders in our community have been planting seeds to
help acquire a quiet and accessible retreat property for people interested
in deepening their meditation practice in community. Four years ago,
after significant funds were donated for this specific purpose, the vision
for Common Ground Retreat at Prairie Farm was put into writing. Nine
months later, the Board of Directors approved the purchase of a 46-acre
property with a 5000 square-foot building and a barn. By October 2013,
over $210,000 had been donated by community members to support this
vision, and the property was purchased without a mortgage.
Since the purchase of our retreat property, community volunteers have
worked hard to remove buckthorn and clear land under a stand of white
pines, for both camping and meditation. In addition, we have added
a high-capacity septic system, a new water heater, and a beautiful
volunteer-built sauna/bathhouse with an outside deck area for sitting,
walking, tai chi, and yoga. Despite having only five bedrooms and a
living room as a makeshift meditation hall, over 300 people have already
benefited from retreats at Prairie Farm.
The mission of our retreat property is simple: to support the deepening of
meditation practice, which awakens wisdom and compassion, so we can
more skillfully engage our messy world with greater ease and kindness.
The development of the retreat property is grounded in our community
values of mindfulness, accessibility, non-harming, sustainability, and
simplicity. Over the past 24 years, the growth of Common Ground
Meditation Center has been a natural unfolding. Since 1993, Common
Ground has arisen out of community, generosity, and practice. Our
mission has not changed. Our community has grown. Our roots are
deepening. I hope all of us will be an active part of this vision for
Common Ground Retreat at Prairie Farm.
May our good intentions and actions be the causes for real peace and
freedom from suffering–in our hearts and in the world,
Mark Nunberg

From Stacy McClendon, Board Chair
On December 9, 2016 the board approved the allocation of
up to $100,000 for the initial phase of renovations at Retreat
at Prairie Farm. It is heartening to support the development
of a dana-operated retreat center, which will be accessible
both geographically and financially to all community
members seeking to deepen their practice. May this retreat
space be a cause for the arising of insight and compassion in
our hearts and in the world.

Fa r m h o u s e F l o o r P l a n
For a simulated walkthrough of the renovated
building and more, visit:
commongroundmeditation.org/prairiefarm/updates

Existing Farmhouse
2

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

3

1

4
6
7

5

8

20

9

19
10

11

21

13

Renovation Plan
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

North Foyer
Multi-Purpose
Dharma Hall
Storage
South Foyer
Shower
Shower
Bathroom
Bathroom
Laundry
Bedroom
Bedroom
Bedroom
Bedroom
Bedroom
Apartment
South Deck

22

18

17

12

23
16
15

14

24

25

26

Kitchen
Dining Room
Bedroom
Bedroom
Living Room
Bathroom
Pantry
Toilet
Washer & Dryer

Site Plan, 2017
forest cabins

septic

vegetation screen

prairie cabins

2016
1. Septic system installed.
2. Initial renovation plans presented to
the community.
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1. Finalize construction plans.
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2018 & Beyond
1. Renovation begins.
2. Finalize site plan & landscape
design.
3. Create new driveway, parking area,
and paved, accessible walkways.
4. Build caretaker/teacher cabin.
5. Build screened meditation gazebo.
6. Construct tent platforms.
7. Build retreatant cabins.
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From Dave Halsey, Common Ground
Tr e a s u r e r & C h a i r o f t h e P r a i r i e F a r m
Planning Committee

Current view of the southeast facing corner of the
farmhouse.

Rendering of exterior farmhouse renovation.
View of the southwest corner of the Dharma Hall

The Common Ground Retreat at Prairie Farm Planning
Committee is composed of a dedicated group of
community members including Guiding Teacher Mark
Nunberg, Common Ground co-founder Wynn Fricke,
Construction Manager Cory Clemetson, whose deep
connection to the land is evident in the work he does,
and three architects who bring their expertise to the
design and renovation of the property. Rick Okada
developed the initial design elements and floor plan
for the project; Bruce Jones created the construction
plans, and Mary Guzowski has been an important advisor
throughout the design process.
The renovation of the farmhouse uses the existing
structure, while opening it up to integrate the natural
setting outside with a light-filled dharma hall and a
south foyer leading out onto a deck. As a committee,
we have been deliberate in our choices, making sure we
remain considerate of our connection to nature–always
attempting to incorporate environmentally sensitive
materials while keeping expenses low.
Throughout all stages of planning for property
improvements–starting with community meetings over
two years ago and continuing today with renovation
details–the committee has worked to maintain Common
Ground’s core values of mindfulness, simplicity,
sustainability, non-harming, and accessibility. As a result,
we have had an easeful and well-considered design
process, without attachment to notions of urgency.
On behalf of the committee, I offer gratitude for all the
support–past, present, and future for this project.

Common
Ground
Meditation
Center
P ract ici ng toget her i n t he foot steps
of t he Budd ha.

2700 East 26th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 722-8260

“The natural setting and simple lifestyle are
ideal to integrate silent meditation practice
with daily life. It is a beautiful opportunity
to spend time in nature deepening
connections with fellow community
members and steeping in the ideas and
practices of the Theravada tradition. It is a
chance to establish some momentum with
wholesome and healing lifestyle habits that
can continue after we return home.”
- Evelyn Kaiser, Member of Prairie Farm
Operations Committee

“Being a part of the construction at the
retreat property, has allowed me the chance
to examine my relationship with livelihood
and related interests. I’ve been able to notice
how the mind balances meticulousness with
efficiency and also been able to explore the
relationship between the innate intelligence
of the body and the utility of the analytic
mind.”
- Cory Clemetson, PF Planning Committee
Member & Construction Manager

commongroundmeditation.org
Pra i r i e Fa r m

How to Contribute

Common Ground Retreat at Prairie
Farm is an opportunity to support
the development of a resource for
deepening our practice together.
The future operation, ongoing
maintenance, and new development
of Prairie Farm depend entirely upon
the generosity of our community.
If we are inspired by the vision of
a dedicated retreat center which
will allow us to practice insight and
compassion to better respond to the
world we all inhabit, then we must
clarify and prioritize our intentions,
and most importantly act on them.
This is how good things are set in
motion.

Vo l u n t e e r
Email prairiefarm@commongroundmeditation.org requesting to
be added to the Prairie Farm volunteers email list. This is the
best way to find out about volunteer opportunities.
Donate
With a credit/debit card: On the Common Ground website, go
to the Prairie Farm tab and select “Contribute”. You can make
one-time or recurring donations. You can also use the iPad in
the Common Ground Meditation Center lobby to make your
donation.
With PayPal: Send a donation to bookkeeper@
commongroundmeditation.org
With a check or cash: Leave your donation in the bowl at the
Center or at the retreat property. Please write “Prairie Farm” on
the memo line. You can also mail your gift to the Center.
With regular deductions from your bank: Support ongoing
retreat development by making monthly donations. Contact
Gail Iverson at bookkeeper@commongroundmeditation.org for
information.
Legacy gifts: Consider leaving a legacy gift by including
Common Ground in your will or estate planning. Gail Iverson
can also help with this.

